By EDDIE CHUA

KUALA LUMPUR: A top Malaysian criminal
lawyer has offered (o engage a Queen's Covin-
selora senior counsel (o defend Rozana Zubir
who hag been charged with smuggling 5kg of
oplum lnto Australia,

Datulk Muhammad Shafee Abdullah, who
s familiar with Australian eriminal law, ex-
Ctended the offer fo Rozana's soliciior Raj
| Palany yesterday alter reading ol hier plight in
The Sunday Mail.

“Her solicitor has agreed fo the offer.
However, il s subject (o the choice of counsel
and Rozana's approval before we pul up a
defence team for her," he fold The Malay Mail
- yesterday.

Shafee said he would raise the money for
| the legal fees through his friends,

“My offer is purely on humanitarian
~ ground as she has no money lo finance her
- own defence,”

Shafee sald he would also acl for Rozana,
ag her ingtructing solicitor and counsel in
Kuala Lumpur, for free,

. Rozana is scheduled to appear in a Sydney
court again on Friday.

It is learnt that the Australian-based and

. Malaysian-born Palany will arrive in Kuala

~ Lumpur today, and is likely to meef Shalee,

Rozana had pleaded o fellow Malaysians to
get her out of prison. The plea, in a (wo-page
| letter, was highlighted in The Sunday Meil.

In the letler, Rozana insisted she was in-
nocent and that she unknowingly carried the
oplum into Australia.

She sald her family could nol afford the
cost of engaging Australian lawyers (o rep-
| resent her in court, and appealed (o Malay-
slans Lo help her,

Rozana, who 1s being held at the Windsor
| Correctional Centre for Women in Sydney,
| gave the letter to Palany when he visited her
[ on Saturday. j
I Palany then faxed the letter to The Sunday
|| Mail.

!l Rozana also pleaded with the Malaysian
|| Government to help her and her lawyers by
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Palany: A copy of sirﬁllar‘letter of appeal
sent lo Prime Minister

obtaining evidence from the Malaysian police
Lo prove her innocence,

Palany said a copy of a similar letter of
appeal was sent (o Prime Minister Datule Sert
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

The Malay Mail reported that although one
of her relatives had gone to Australia and
engaged the lawyers, nelther her barrister
Neil Mayell nor Palany has been paid.

Mayell, who twice represented her in court
and visited her thrice in prison o prepare her
for trlal, has nolified Palany of his intention to
discharge himsell.

Mayell had told Palany that he would dis-
charge himsell and return (he brief of the
case fo him belore the next court appearance
if hs fees were nol paid.

Two weeks ago, Mayell and Palany came to
Kuala Lumpur fo gather information for Roz-
ana's defence,

Rozana, 31, faces a life sentence and may
also be fined AS750,000 (RM2, 14 million).

Australian Customs officers had found a

Shafee: Offer purely on hurhénlytar'lsn‘
ground

lar-like block wrapped in tape in Rozana's

luggage when she arrived in Sydney on March |

27, She was unable to explain what it was,

Although the block was seized, she was not
detained and was allowed Into the country.

On April 1, she was arrested al Brishane
Alrport while on her way back to Kuala
Lumpur when police lold her (he bloek con-
{ained opium resin which could be used (o
malte heroin,

Rozana, a car saleswoman, alleged thal her

franian {riend had planted the opium in her

luggage.
Following her arrest, she revealed (he
man's identity and whereabouls.

Australian police then tpped off (heir

Malaysian counterparts and the Iranian was
arrested at his apartment in Ampang on April
6.

Police found 2kg of oplum In his pos-
sesslon,

The Iranian has since been charged in «

Kuala Lumpur court.



